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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the attitudes of the media elites
towards the ethical commitment of the major Palestinian news sites. It
also spires to identify the mostly visited news sites by the media elites and
the reasons behind this follow up as well as their evaluation of
commitment of such sites to their social, legal and professional
responsibilities. The study also examines impact of the changes in the
Palestinian conditions, the political split between the Palestinian factions,
and the continuous conflict with the Israeli occupation on the ethical
commitment of the major Palestinian news sites.

This study is a descriptive study though which the researcher used a
survey method and a form to identify the specialized population of the
study. The Population of the study consists of the media elites who are
academicians at the major universities and colleges in the Gaza Strip that
teach journalism and media in Gaza during the first semester of the
academic year 2015. The total number of the academicians was 75
persons. This is in addition to journalists who spent more than 15 years in
the profession and agreed to respond to the study. The number of the
journalists who responded was 79 persons. The total number of the study
sample is 154 media professionals.

The most important findings of the study are:

1. Maan News Agency occupied the first position as the mostly visited
news site by media professionals with a percentage of 93.5% then
followed by Donia Alwatan site with a percentage of 83.8%. Both the
Palestinian news agencies Safa and Sama came in the third and fourth
positions successively while the news agency Wafa came in the fifth
position. The other news sites like Palestine Alyawm, Palestine Alan
and Amad occupied late position on the list.

2. The study shows that the reasons behind this follow up is to keep up
with the developments of the Palestinian political situation, to
international news and, with a lower percentage, to read the political
analysis of daily political actions and humanitarian reports. The least
percentage of the reasons of the follow up was relevant to knowing the
news of the Arab world and entertainment.

3. The study shows the Palestinian news sites have a low commitment to
its social responsibility with a percentage of 58.7%. It also keeps the
cultural identity of the Palestinians and doesn’t publish pictures that
violate the public ethics. The responses in this concern were positive
with a percentage of 70.1%.
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4. The findings of the study also show that the Palestinian news sites
have a low commitment to its legal responsibility with a percentage of
61.6%. They violated this responsibility by showing violent pictures
to children victims and victimizers. The also show a neutral attitude
towards publishing the

5. The study confirms the low percentage pertaining to the news sites
attention to the professional responsibility whose percentage was
58.7% because they depend on unknown sources and they practice
instigation.

6. The findings of the study show the low percentage pertaining to the
news sites commitment to the reliability, integrity and accuracy. They
have weak commitment to the difference between reporting and
expressing personal opinions. They also show the news either with
understatement or overstatement.

7. The study shows that the political split between the Palestinian
factions have a negative impact on the news sites and their
commitment to the ethical code of the profession. The percentage for
this point was only 75.4% which is attributed to the support of the
news sites one or other political opinion.

8. The findings show that the role of the news sites was weak in the
protection of the internal national front during the period of the
political split.

9. The findings also show that the positive impact of the Palestinian
news sites during their coverage of the last Israeli aggression against
the Gaza Strip with a percentage of 77.9%. They supported the
resistance and increase the morale of the Palestinians.

10.The findings reflect that the news sites practiced media propaganda
against the Israeli occupation media. It also enforces the Palestinian
narrative in its translation of the Israeli media, but it deals with
unreasonable hastiness in transfer of breaking news that reached the
percentage of 64.2% which is a high one especially during war.

11.The study shows that the most prominent reasons for jumping the
code of ethics of the profession is the political split among Palestinian
factions, abidance to a political attitude, lack of training and finally
lack of a binding law in force to regulate the online news in Palestine.
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